Asbestos can be found in many forms
around the home. Although this list is not
comprehensive, asbestos can often be found
in the following materials:

Floor tiles and adhesives
Old-style Marley floor tiles and some
types of vinyl floor tile used asbestos to
give them strength and to increase the
adhesive qualities of the glue used to
stick them to the floor.

Decorative finishes
For example, Artex and textured paints
sometimes contain asbestos.

Useful contacts
Insulating boards
Often found behind boilers, within fire
surrounds and to airing cupboard doors
and walls. Insulating boards were also
used to form firebreaks within ducts and
roof spaces and externally were used as
door canopies and soffit boards.

Gateway Direct
0800 953 0213
customerservices@communitygateway.co.uk

Hindi

Punjabi

Farsi
Asbestos

General materials
Asbestos can also be found in a wide
range of products like ‘Bakelite’ toilet
cisterns, ironing board heat pads, backing
to cushioned linoleum flooring, panels
within storage heaters, roofing felts,
under-sink acoustic dampening pads and
as ‘packing’ materials used in general
building construction.
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Cement products
Often seen as corrugated sheets on garages,
or as flat sheets in meter cupboards and to
external walls of garages/sheds. Asbestos
cement can also be used to form rainwater
goods, roof edging strips, soffit and fascia
boards and flue pipes.
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Sprayed coatings and lagging
Less commonly within housing, asbestos
sprayed coating and lagging was used.
This tends to be found within blocks of
flats or homes where large boiler rooms,
shared riser or service ducts are present.
This type of asbestos use was voluntarily
phased out in the early 1970s and it was
legally banned in 1974.
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What types of asbestos
containing materials may be
found in homes?

About this leaflet

What is asbestos?

This leaflet addresses
the main questions and
concerns about asbestos
in homes. It explains what
it is, where it is found, why
it might be a problem and
how to deal with it.

Asbestos is the name given to a group of
fibrous minerals found naturally in many
parts of the world. Asbestos fibres are strong
and resistant to heat and chemicals. This has
led to their use in a wide range of building
materials and products, often known as
Asbestos Containing Materials (ACM).
Properties built since the mid-1980s are
very unlikely to contain asbestos in the fabric
of the building. Properties built after 1990
are extremely unlikely to contain asbestos
anywhere in the building.
Asbestos cement has been widely used
as a cladding material and can still be
found in garages and sheds, although the
use of asbestos as a building material was
banned in 1999.

Why may asbestos
be a problem?

Where is
asbestos found?

How do I go on with
decorating/DIY?

When Asbestos Containing Materials age or
become damaged they can release fibres
into the air. These can be breathed deep into
the lungs where they may stay for a long
time, causing possible damage. When very
high levels of these fibres are breathed
in there is a risk of lung diseases.

Building materials containing asbestos were
widely used from 1930 to around 1980,
particularly from the 1960s onwards. So,
houses and flats built or refurbished at this
time may contain asbestos materials.

If you have asbestos containing materials
in your home, extra care should be taken
when doing DIY.

People who have worked with asbestos
for many years as part of their job or have
washed the dusty clothing of those who
worked with asbestos are most likely to
be affected. Workplace regulations now
protect such people.

Is everyone exposed
to asbestos?
There is a very low level of fibres in the air
everywhere because asbestos has been
used widely and is a naturally occurring
substance. Everyone is breathing these in
all the time, but exposure to this low level of
fibres is unlikely to harm people’s health.
Level of fibres may be higher in buildings
containing asbestos materials, especially
where the materials are damaged. It is very
unlikely that the levels of asbestos fibres
found in buildings will be harmful, but if
you have damaged asbestos materials
in your home you should seek advice on
appropriate action to take.

Asbestos has also been used in some
heat-resistant household products, such as
oven gloves and ironing boards. The use of
asbestos in these products decreased greatly
around the mid-1980s, and since 1999 the
use of asbestos in most products
has been banned.
It is not always easy to tell when a product
contains asbestos (asbestos-free materials
often look similar). Remember, it is usually
older products that contain asbestos
Loft or cavity wall insulation does not usually
contain asbestos.

DO NOT attempt to work on sprayed
asbestos, lagging or insulating
boards, as this work must be undertaken by a
licensed asbestos removal contractor.
If in doubt, SEEK ADVICE.
Do not drill, cut or disturb asbestos.
Do not scrape or sand asbestos materials
before painting and decorating (consider
covering over existing decorations rather
than attempting to remove them).

Remember
Asbestos containing materials can look
very similar to those not containing
asbestos. If in doubt, SEEK ADVICE.
Community Gateway staff will be able
to help identify if you have asbestos
products in your home, or if homes in
your area have been surveyed. They
can be contacted on 0800 953 0213.

Key Points
• Asbestos Containing Materials in good
condition should be left alone
• If you think you may have Asbestos
Containing Materials in your house, SEEK
ADVICE from Community Gateway
• Do not put asbestos waste in the dustbin.
SEEK ADVICE from the Environmental
Health Department of Preston City Council
or the Community Gateway on
0800 953 0213
• Asbestos Containing Materials in good
condition are safe to remain in the home. If
you know or suspect an Asbestos
Containing Material has become damaged
please call 0800 953 0213.

